
Nau mai, haere mai ki te wāhanga
tuarua - Welcome to Term 2 2026!

We hope that you had a wonderful holiday
break and that many of you enjoyed visits from

the Easter bunny!
This term, we welcome Bailey Harris (Whaea

Bailey), who is replacing Sara Morrow (Whaea
Sara). Liz Lawrence (Whaea Liz) will be doing

Bailey’s Mondays.
Please note that we have our Hui ā Whānau
(Parent / Teacher Confences) coming up in

Week 3 of term and we look forward to meeting
with you all to share about your child’s

learning and progress.
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SARAH SHEARER

LEILA MCLEAN

TEACHERSTEACHERS

Tihei Mauri ora!  Ko Whaea Leila ahau (aka Whaea Engine). I’m
thrilled to be part of Kererū Rua this year, leading our junior
bilingual classroom, Te Puāwaitanga o te Rito Teina.

Raised in Tūrangi, I bring strong knowledge of Te Ao Māori—te reo,
tikanga, Kapa Haka, and Mahi toi (arts). As a proud Māmā of four, I
have nearly 25 years experience in education, ranging from
Kohanga reo (early childhood) to Tertiary level. 
We’re an active whānau who love sport, the outdoors, and
connecting with te taiao (environment), creating lasting memories
with our tamariki through whānau adventures.  I also have a
strong passion for music, art and storytelling.  These experiences
shape my teaching, bringing creativity, connection and a love of
learning into our classroom.
To all our Kererū tamariki—nau mai!  I look forward to meeting you
and your whānau and sharing an amazing year together!

Kia ora e te whānau!

I feel very grateful to be part of the Te Ao Mārama whānau. I
have been teaching for seven years and am passionate about
creating learning environments where tamariki feel supported,
curious, and excited about learning.
I strongly believe that children learn best through meaningful,
hands-on experiences that allow them to explore, question, and
discover the world around them. Building strong relationships
with students and whānau is very important to me, and I strive to
create a learning environment where learners feel confident to
share their ideas and feel proud of who they are.
Outside the classroom, my fiancé and I have a young son who
keeps life busy and full of fun. As a family we enjoy spending time
together on family walks, going on park adventures, working on
house renovations, and travelling.
I look forward to working alongside new whānau and building
positive relationships within the Te Ao Mārama community.

BAILEY HARRIS

Kia ora e te whānau!

Ko Sarah Shearer tōku ingoa. I am excited to be joining
you for my fourth year at Te Ao Mārama Kura (school) but
have been teaching for over 20 years. 
I look forward to meeting you all and working with your
tamaiti/tamariki (child/children) this year. I grew up in the
King Country on a farm but have lived in Kirikiriroa
(Hamilton) for many years now. I enjoy being active,
performance latin dancing, playing squash (new hobby)
and keeping fit at the gym. I also love hiking adventures,
travel, the beach (Whangamatā), and most of all, creating
special memories with my husband, Grant, and our two
children - Amber (16) and Josh (14).

I know that we will have a super year together!

Ngā KaiakoNgā KaiakoNgā Kaiako



SUPPORT TEAMSUPPORT TEAM
Ngā Kai-TautokoNgā Kai-TautokoNgā Kai-Tautoko

Sandra Humphry

Whaea Sandra will be in
Kererū Rua once a week
supporting Whaea Leila.

Jordan Guthrie
Whaea Jordan will be working
in our space as a Kaiārahi i te
reo Māori, supporting Whaea
Leila and as learning support
in our space.

Liz Lawrence

Liz will be working in our
space on Mondays for Whaea
Bailey.

Lauren Houppermans

Whaea Lauren will be
working in our Kererū Rua
space as a Kaiārahi i te reo
Māori.



Some of the important concepts that we will
be covering this term:

Being brave
being resilient
Playing fairly
Being a good winner
Being a good loser

We will unpack what the skill is, why it’s
important and delve into the
dos and don’ts of actioning a given skill.
These skills will be integrated into our Physical
Education programme.

Health & Physical Education
Hauora me Kori TinanaHinemoa and Tūtānekai

This term, our main overarching Inquiry
focus will be around the story called, ‘The
Legend of Hinemoa and Tūtānekai’. This is a
traditional Māori pūrākau (legend) that has
been passed down for generations. It is a
local purākau from Rotorua which explores
the thermal area.

For our Inquiry (Pākiki - Play Provocations),
we will focus on Health, Science, Social
Science and Te Ao Māori.

Social Sciences - Te Ao Tangata 
We will explore mapping of key places like
Rotorua in New Zealand. We will also learn
about Rotorua’s geothermal area and it’s
importance to local iwi.

We will explore:

Tinana (body parts)
Days of the Week
Months of the Year
Matariki

Te Ao Māori

Science - Putaiao
We will explore the following:

 Floating and sinking
Heating and cooling 
Changing states of matter
Volcanoes (geothermal heat)
Mud pools (geothermal heat)

Kererū Rua Kererū Rua

Our LearningOur Learning
Term 2 Focus



What to Bring to SchoolWhat to Bring to SchoolWhat to Bring to School

Please bring every day:Please bring every day:

AA lunch box packed with a healthy lunch box packed with a healthy
snack (fruits and vegetables aresnack (fruits and vegetables are
ideal),ideal),
MMorning tea and lunch - plenty oforning tea and lunch - plenty of
food to fuel you! food to fuel you! (Please leave lollies(Please leave lollies
at home).at home).
A water bottleA water bottle
A named hat (you are welcome toA named hat (you are welcome to
bring a spare to leave at school)bring a spare to leave at school)
A book bagA book bag
A big smile and positive attitude! A big smile and positive attitude! 😀😀

Please ensure all toys and valuables arePlease ensure all toys and valuables are
kept at home.kept at home.

Please bring every day:

A lunch box packed with a healthy
snack (fruits and vegetables are
ideal),
Morning tea and lunch - plenty of
food to fuel you! (Please leave lollies
at home).
A water bottle
A named hat (you are welcome to
bring a spare to leave at school)
A book bag
A big smile and positive attitude! 😀

Please ensure all toys and valuables are
kept at home.

Role of the WhānauRole of the Whānau
TeacherTeacher

Role of the Whānau
Teacher

Your child has been placed within aYour child has been placed within a
Whānau Group for 2026. They will startWhānau Group for 2026. They will start
each day with this kaiako and this teachereach day with this kaiako and this teacher
is your main point of contact.is your main point of contact.  

Your child has been placed within a
Whānau Group for 2026. They will start
each day with this kaiako and this teacher
is your main point of contact. 

INFORMATIONINFORMATION
HelpfulHelpfulHelpful

Please feel free toPlease feel free to
come and see uscome and see us
before or afterbefore or after
school. If you haveschool. If you have
any queries thatany queries that
require more time,require more time,
please book in aplease book in a
time with us.time with us.

Please feel free to
come and see us
before or after
school. If you have
any queries that
require more time,
please book in a
time with us.

Home LearningHome LearningHome Learning
Our school does not set formal weeklyOur school does not set formal weekly
homework; however, we will share ideas laterhomework; however, we will share ideas later
this term to support learning at home. Oncethis term to support learning at home. Once
weekly reading is established, your child willweekly reading is established, your child will
bring readers / texts home in a book bag.bring readers / texts home in a book bag.
Book bags must be brought to school dailyBook bags must be brought to school daily
so books can be read at both home andso books can be read at both home and
school. school. No book bag = no reader.No book bag = no reader.

Our school does not set formal weekly
homework; however, we will share ideas later
this term to support learning at home. Once
weekly reading is established, your child will
bring readers / texts home in a book bag.
Book bags must be brought to school daily
so books can be read at both home and
school. No book bag = no reader.

Attendance/School HoursAttendance/School HoursAttendance/School Hours
Just a reminder that children are welcomeJust a reminder that children are welcome
onsite in the morning from 8am (no earlieronsite in the morning from 8am (no earlier
please!) - however this is unsupervised.please!) - however this is unsupervised.
They may wait outside the classroom and atThey may wait outside the classroom and at
8.20am, they are welcome inside. 8.20am, they are welcome inside. SchoolSchool
starts at 8.40am - please be here on time.starts at 8.40am - please be here on time.
School finishes at 2.30pm and pick upSchool finishes at 2.30pm and pick up
needs to be prompt.needs to be prompt. Please give your child a Please give your child a
clear plan or meeting point and encourageclear plan or meeting point and encourage
them to stay off the playground if they arethem to stay off the playground if they are
unsupervised for their own safety.unsupervised for their own safety.

Just a reminder that children are welcome
onsite in the morning from 8am (no earlier
please!) - however this is unsupervised.
They may wait outside the classroom and at
8.20am, they are welcome inside. School
starts at 8.40am - please be here on time.
School finishes at 2.30pm and pick up
needs to be prompt. Please give your child a
clear plan or meeting point and encourage
them to stay off the playground if they are
unsupervised for their own safety.

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays
We already have a birthday ritual in place soWe already have a birthday ritual in place so
that your child has the opportunity to havethat your child has the opportunity to have
their moment and be celebrated. their moment and be celebrated. PleasePlease
refrain from bringing in any lollies or treatsrefrain from bringing in any lollies or treats
to share.to share.  
We have food allergies in our class and needWe have food allergies in our class and need
to keep our tamariki safe.to keep our tamariki safe.  

We already have a birthday ritual in place so
that your child has the opportunity to have
their moment and be celebrated. Please
refrain from bringing in any lollies or treats
to share. 
We have food allergies in our class and need
to keep our tamariki safe. 



Stay in Touch:Stay in Touch:

07 595 0595 office@teaomarama.school.nz

33 Hare Puke Drive, Hamilton

Sarah Shearer - sarahs@teaomarama.school.nz

Bailey Harris - bailey@teaomarama.school.nz

Leila McLean - leila@teaomarama.school.nz

“He aha te mea nui o te ao?“He aha te mea nui o te ao?
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.”  He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.”

mailto:sarahs@teaomarama.school.nz
mailto:leila@teaomarama.school.nz
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