
Ki� �ra!
Nau mai haere mai ki te akomanga Kererū Rua!

Welcome to the Kererū Rua Team!
We are really excited about you joining us in Kererū Rua at Te Ao Mārama School for

2023! We are looking forward to helping you settle into your new learning environment.

We feel so privileged to be part of your learning journey and look forward to providing

you with the care, encouragement and an environment where you can take risks to enable

you to grow and learn.

Our Team is....

Kia ora koutou - Hello to you

all!  My name is Teresa

Lincoln.

I have many years of

teaching experience working

predominantly in the Junior

School as this is where my

passion lies.  I have taught at

a variety of different schools

both rural and urban.  I also

spent 3 years working in the

Early Childhood sector while

my children were very young.

I love spending time away at

the beach, where I enjoy the

company of my friends and

family and lots of delicious

seafood.

Kia ora, I’m Layla!!

I’m looking forward to being in

Kererū Rua this year with your

beautiful tamariki. My husband

and I live in rural Cambridge.

We have 4 children and love

country life with our animals.

I love the beach and travel, we

are keen caravaners nowadays,

enjoying seeing more of

Aotearoa.  In my spare time I

love running and gardening.

Tena Koutou!

I’m Nicole, also commonly

known as Whaea Nic.

I am so excited to be joining

the Kererū Rua team and

working with some of our

younger tamariki which I have

a real passion for! I love the

imagination, the curiosity,

inquisitiveness and creativity

that this age brings.

My family and I love to spend

time outdoors at the beach,

fishing, biking and going to

playgrounds. I am a keen

crafter and dabble in lots of

different areas of DIY!

Kia ora!

I’m Kylie, Kererū Team ILA

Liaison support.

I support the teaching team

across the floor providing

additional learning.

I love building relationships and

developing connections through

personal interests and

strengths to best support the

needs of our tamariki.

My husband and I along with

our two girls enjoy the beach,

travel and eating out. I am a

trained chef so you’ll most

likely find me in my kitchen or

garden.

Kererū Rua is located in Kererū, at the end closest to the field. We are a group of Year 2 & 3

students. Our lovely neighbours, Kererū Tahi, are located at the other end nearest to Pūkeko

and they are a group of Year 1 and 2 students. While we will largely remain ‘down our end’, there



will be opportunities to collaborate and work together throughout the year!

“E koekoe te tūī, e ketekete te kākā, e kūkū te kererū
The tūī sings, the kākā chatters, the pigeon coos - yet birds they are.”

Who is my teacher?

You will have a Whānau Teacher but all of the teachers

in your space are your teachers, and will take you for

various parts of the programme. Nicky works each

Wednesday for Layla.

Where do I put my school bag?

Place your school bag on the hooks beside our learning

space.

What is Whānau Time?

When yourself, the other students and teachers come

together as a group, at the start and the end of the day,

to look after one another, build relationships, develop

self managing skills, share learning etc.

How do I know about my child’s learning?

We communicate this both face-to-face and via Hero.

Your child will also receive learning stories via Hero and

you will be sent an email notification when they are

posted. Log in to Hero to view these. For other events,

keep up-to-date via Hero and our Facebook page.

What does break time look like?

At break time, we play first before eating. You will then

eat with your team after break time altogether in the

learning space. All food scraps or waste will go home in

your lunchbox. This will help keep our environment free

of rubbish and is helpful for mums and dads to see what

you have or have not eaten. (We also have a snack at

9.30am in class time).

Do I have homework?

No, we encourage you to play outside and spend time

with your family :) We do send a reader home (on the

days you read with a teacher) at times there may be

optional follow-up activities for more practice. You may

use the same book/reader more than once. Our Poem

Books come home most Fridays to enjoy together

instead of a reader.

What do I do if I have a question?

Always talk to your whānau teacher first or one of the

teachers in your learning community.

Where can I go in the learning space?

Anywhere in our half of Kererū! Your teachers will talk

to you about how to use the learning space. There will be

quiet, busy and general zones and of course, the

Makerspace where you could be involved in activities

such as play dough, cooking, construction and art.

Student leadership opportunities

We encourage all of our learners (5 yrs to 10 yrs) to

take up leadership opportunities at Te Ao Mārama.

These roles will develop and change as our school grows.

Do we need parent help?

We love to involve our whānau in our children’s learning

when we can! Feel free to see one of us if you would like

to share or contribute during the year.

What do I need to bring to school each day?

● A lunch box (named) packed with a snack,

morning tea and lunch

● Water bottle (named)

● Please keep a change of clothes for wet or messy

play activities in their school bag (please name all

clothing). A wet bag to put these in is a good idea

● In Terms 1 & 4 you will need a hat (named) and

sunblock. In the cooler months, please bring a

jacket/raincoat

● You will also need stationery - see below

How is the day structured?

8am     - Children welcome on site (unsupervised)

8:20    - Children welcome in learning spaces

8:40    - Whānau Time

9:00am - Block 1 (9.30am Snack Time)

10:35   - Morning Tea Play

11:00    - Block 2 (Morning tea eating time)

12:45   - Lunch Play

1:25     - Block 3 (Lunch eating time)

2:15     - Whānau Time

2:30    - Finish

Some Fridays our time table will be slightly different. It may include a

shorter morning whānau time followed by Wā Ngākau (kind of like an

Assembly). We’d love to see you there!



Stationery....

To make this easy for you, we have teamed up with OfficeMax MySchool to have our stationery requirements lists

loaded on to myschool.co.nz.

We’ve found this is the easiest way for you to purchase your child’s stationery. Once on the OfficeMax site, select

our school, click 'start' on view the Requirements list, select your child’s class and follow the instructions on the

website.

Find: Kererū Rua (Year 2/3) -Layla, Teresa, Nicole

Buying through OfficeMax MySchool also earns rewards for our school which we can redeem for much needed

educational supplies, equipment for our classrooms or for students in need.

OfficeMax MySchool makes it easy for you as you can choose delivery to your home or workplace, and receive your

order during the holidays, straight to your door.

Note: There is a slightly reduced stationery pack for those who start in the second half of the year.

Further Information and Contact....

Information: For further information about our school, see our Facebook page or visit www.teaomārama.school.nz

Email: Please feel free to come and see us in the Kererū Rua Learning Community if you have any queries or just

want to say hello! We are also able to be contacted via email as follows:

layla@teaomarama.school.nz teresa@teaomarama.school.nz nicole@teaomarama.school.nz

To Our Tamariki....

We are so excited about our journey with you this year. Our environment will be a place of fun and learning.

You will be challenged as you learn key skills (social and emotional, thinking, literacy, numeracy) through play

and guided teaching sessions. Expect to come home tired, messy and enriched. Relationships are so important

to us and we are excited to get to know you, and your whānau, especially your interests and curiosities, which

will guide your learning.

Your Kererū Rua Team,

Layla, Teresa and Nicole :)
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